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Jawatankuasa P111han K

Khas Parlimen

Ahli Parlimen Menteri Kesihatan Pembentangan semula
setuju sebulat suara akan buat pindaan usul dibuat sama ada pada
Rang Undang-Undang | selari dengan syor sidang khas atau Mesyuarat
dirujuk kepada penambahbaikan, bentang | Ketiga Penggal Kelima,
Jawatankuasa Pilihan | semula dan dibahaskan Parlimen Ke-14 akan datang
Khas Parlimen. pada sidang akan datang. | bermula 26 Oktober.
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RUU Kawaian Prodek Tembaian dam Merckok 2022

Rujuk JPK Parlimen untuk
syor penambahbaikan

Usul rujuk

ke jawatankuasa
hendaklah diputus
dengan tak boleh
dipinda atau dibahas
Bleth Wikl Wasamudtiiim Mawdi

dion Wthamat] i s
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Dewan Rakyat
semalam, bersetuju Rang Un-
dang-Undang ~ (RUU) Kawalan
Produk Tembakau dan Merokok
2022 dirujuk ke Jawatankuasa Pi-
lihan Khas (JPK) Parlimen untuk
diteliti serta membuat syor pe-
nambahbaikan.

Usul RUU berkenaan yang kini
masih pada peringkat bacaan ka-
1i kedua, dipersetujui sebulat
suara oleh Ahli Parlimen untuk
dirujuk ke jawatan kuasa ber-
kenaan selepas ia dibahas 12 Ahli
Parlimen, seterusnya digulung
oleh Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin.

Yang Dipertua Dewan Rakyat,
Tan Sri Azhar Azizan Harun da-
lam keputusannya mengenai
RUU berkenaan berkata, mengi-
kut peraturan mesyuarat 54(2)
Peraturan Mesyuarat, usul un-
tuk merujuk RUU ke jawatan-
kuasa berkenaan hendaklah di-
putuskan dengan tidak boleh di-
pinda atau dibahas.

“Masalahnya ialah usul seperti
dikemukakan tadi hendaklah di-
setujukan. Ahli (Dewan Rakyat)
yang bersetuju sila kata setuju,
yang tidak kata tidak.

Maka sebulat suara usul di-
setujukan,” katanya.

Khairy ketika mengemukakan
usul merujuk RUU berkenaan ke
Jawatankuasa Pilihan Khas itu

berkata, ia membabitkan pene-
litian ‘Bahagian IX - Penguatkua-
saan’ dalam RUU dan akan men-
cadangkan apa-apa penambah-
baikan jika perlu, tertakluk ke-
pada undang-undang yang ber-
kuat kuasa.

“Meneliti fasal berhubung de-
ngan penalti bagi kesalahan da-
lam RUU dan menca-
dangkan apa-apa pe-
nambahbaikan seki-
ranya perlu.

“Meneliti cadangan
penambahbaikan di-
bangkitkan Ahli De-
wan Rakyat dalam
perbahasan peringkat
dasar RUU serta syor
dikemukakan Jawa-
tankuasa Pilihan |
Khas Kesihatan, Sains !
dan Inovasi serta Ja-
watankuasa Pilihan
Khas Hal Ehwal Wa-
nita dan Kanak-Kanak dan Pem-
bangunan Sosial berhubung
RUU.

fltavaatl setbie pvndinl eentiata

“Menyediakan suatu penyata me-
ngandungi cadangan penambah-
baikan RUU bagi tujuan kawal
selia produk tembakau, bahan
merokok, produk pengganti tem-
bakau atau peranti merokok da-
lam tempoh sebulan.

“Jawatankuasa Pilihan Khas
boleh melanjutkan tempoh ini ji-
ka perlu tetapi hendaklah tidak
melebihi tarikh hari pertama
persidangan Mesyunarat Ketiga,
Penggal Kelima, Parlimen Ke-14
akan datang,” katanya. :

Khairy berkata, jawatankuasa
itu akan dipengerusikan beliau,
selain dianggotai 12 Ahli Parli-
men daripada blok kerajaan dan
pembangkang.

Bagi tujuan itu, katanya, Ja-
watankuasa Pilihan Khas boleh
menjemput mana-mana pihak se-
perti Ahli Parlimen, pakar pe-

RUU dibentang,

Kuala Lumpur: Jawatankuasa
Pilihan Khas (JPK) akan meng-
gunakan tempoh sebulan ber-
mula sekarang untuk menam-
bah baik Rang Undang-Undang
(RUU) Kawalan Produk Tem-
bakau dan Merokok 2022 dan
membuat pindaan berkaitan.
Menteri di Jabatan Perdana
Menteri (Parlimen dan Un-
dang-Undang), Datuk Seri Dr
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar,
berkata selepas tempoh itu,

tangkan laporan pe-

JPK akan memben-

nambahbaikan RUU
berkenaan pada si-
dang Dewan Rakyat
akan datang.
“Menteri Kesiha-
tan, Khairy Jamalu-
ddin akan mempe-
ngerusikan JPK dan
merangka RUU ba-
haru atau membuat
pindaan kepada

Wan Junaidi

AzharAzizcin Harun

rundangan dan perlembagaan,
pertubuhan bukan kerajaan
(NGO) dan Masyarakat Madani
serta individu lain untuk hadir
dalam persidangan dari semasa
ke semasa.

Jawatankuasa itu dianggotai
Ahli Parlimen Baling, Datuk Seri
Abdul Azeez Abdul Rahim; Da-
tuk Mohd Nizar Za-
karia (Parit); Datuk
Seri Azalina Othman
Said (Pengerang); Da-
tuk Mas Ermieyati
Samsudin  (Masjid
Tanah) dan Ahmad
Fadhli Shaari (Pasir
Mas).

Ia turut dianggotai
Ahli Parlimen Sibuti,
Lukanisman Awang
Sauni; Dr Kelvin Yii
Lee Wuen (Bandar
Kuching); Sivarasa
(Sungai Buloh); Da-
tuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad
(Kuala Selangor); Datuk Seri Ma-
dius Tangau (Tuaran); Datuk Ig-
natius Dorell Leiking (Penam-
pang) dan Datuk Seri Mukhriz
Mahathir (Jerlun).

Terdahulu, Khairy ketika
mehggulung perbahasan RUU
berkata, pihaknya menjangkakan
perbahasan dan penerimaan RUU
itu berbeza dalam kalangan Ahli
Parlimen kerana tidak mempu-
nyai duluan (precedent) sama ada
di Malaysia atau luar negara.

“Ini disebabkan RUU ini bu-
kanlah RUU biasa atau ada ru-
jukan sama ada dalam sejarah
Malaysia mahupun negara luar.

Ini adalah RUU yang bak kata
Gopeng (Dr Lee Boon Chai) se-
bagai ‘mengubah permainan’.

“Matlamatnya adalah untuk
membawa penamatan merokok
dan menghisap rokok kerana mu-
darat rokok adalah ke atas diri
sendiri dan individu berhampi-
rannya.

“Kalau kita tengok kedua-dua

blok ada yang setuju dan seba-
liknya. Kalau kita ‘enforce’,
mungkin akan ada yang setuju
atau membangkang dengan pak-
saan. Justeru, lebih baik apabila
‘rumah ini siap dan pahat tidak
berbunyi’, biarlah ‘rumah ini si-
ap dengan sempurna atau sesem-
purna mungkin’,” katanya.

Mengenai aspek kebebasan me-
milih dibahaskan beberapa Ahli
Parlimen, Khairy bagaimanapun
menjelaskan, setiap individu di
negara ini juga tidak mempunyai
hak asasi untuk mencederakan
diri, orang lain atau memuda-
ratkan kemaslahatan awam.

“Saya dengar Padang Rengas
(Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri
Aziz) menyatakan RUU ini men-
cabul hak, seperti termaktub da-
lam Perkara 5(1) Perlembagaan
Persekutuan tetapi ingin dinya-
takan tiada manusia di Malaysia
yang ada hak asasi untuk men-
cederakan diri.

“Saya tak tahu kalau ada Ahli
Parlimen yang boleh berdiri un-
tuk menyatakan tiada bukti me-
ngaitkan merokok dengan kan-
ser. Saya boleh rujuk pelbagai
bukti saintifik. Tidak ada hak
asasi untuk mencederakan diri,”
katanya.

Rabu lalu, Khairy memben-
tangkan RUU itu yangantaralain
memperuntukkan larangan ke-
pada Generasi Penamat (GEG)
atau individu yang lahir pada
2007 dan seterusnya, merokok,
membeli atau memiliki produk
tembakau atau peranti merokok
untuk bacaan kali pertama di
Dewan Rakyat.

Beliau berkata, persetujuan
untuk meluluskan RUU itu amat
penting supaya penjualan pro-
duk rokok terutama vape dapat
dikawal selia di bawah aktater-
sendiri memandangkan tiada
mekanisme perundangan untuk
mengawal selia produk rokok
alaf baharu itu ketika ini.

dibahas semula

RUU vang diben-
tangkan di Dewan
Rakyat semalam
untuk dibahaskan
semula.

“Ini sudah ok,
Ahli Parlimen setu-
ju sebulat suara
dan RUU terbabit
dirujuk kepada
JPK,” katanya ke-
pada BH, semalam.

Wan Junaidi ber-

kata, pembentangan semula di-
buat sama ada pada sidang
khas atau Mesyuarat Ketiga
Penggal Kelima, Parlimen
Ke-14 akan datang bermula 26
Oktober.

“RUU itu akan dibentangkan
pada sesi persidangan akan da-
tang, melainkan jika Khairy
meminta Perdana Menteri (Ke-
tua Majlis Mesyuarat) menga-
dakan satu sesi khas,” kata-
nya.
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l Wabak cacar monyet

Malaysia, negara jiran
kongsi maklumat kes

Langkah
pencegahan,
kawalan elak
penularan jadi
keutamaan

(eh frwan Shatrizan lsmail

bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Perkongsian
maklumat pergerakan kes antara
langkah diambil Malaysia bersa-
‘ma negara jiran dalam menjalan-
kan aktiviti pencegahan dan
kawalan cacar monyet.

Biarpun belum ada kes dilapor-
kan di negara ini, langkah pen-
cegahan dan kawalan menjadike-
utamaan selepas kebimbangan
peningkatan kes di Singapura
dan Thailand, selain kes turut
mula dikesan di Filipina.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah, berkata perkongsian maklu-
mat pergerakan kes yang disah-
kan cacar monyet ke dalam Ma-
laysia dikongsikan kepada Ke-

menterian Kesihatan (KKM) me-
lalui National Focal Point for In-
ternational Health Regulations
(IHR 2005) negara masingma-
sing.

“[a bertujuan supaya siasatan
kes dan pengesanan kontak rapat
serta langkah pencegahan dan
kawalan dapat dijalankan sege-
ra,” katanya kepada BH.

Beliau mengulas kesiapsiagaan
negara dalam menghadapi anca-
man cacar monyet susulan pe-
ningkatan kes di negara jiran,
Singapura dan Thailand.

Setakat Selasa lalu, Singapura
dilaporkan mencatat sembilan
kes cacar monyet, manakala ke-
rajaan Thailand sudah menge-
luarkan amaran cacar monyet pe-
ringkat kebangsaan selepas ne-
gara itu mencatat dua kes.

Filipina turut mengesan kes
pertama cacar monyet pada se-
seorangyang mempunyaisejarah
perjalanan ke luar negara.

India turut mengesahkan kes
kematian pertama akibat cacar
monyet di Asia semalam mem-
babitkan seorang lelaki muda di
negeri selatan Kerala, kematian
keempat yang diketahui disebab-

r"Malaysia juga memperkukuhkan pengesanan
kes di pintu masuk

antarabangsa (PMA) negara
melalui kerjasama dengan
pegawai Jabatan Imigresen
dan agensi berkepentingan
diPMA §

kanjangkitan wabak yang sedang
menular itu.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, Ma-
laysia juga memperkukuhkan pe-
ngesanan kes di pintu masuk an-
tarabangsa (PMA) negara mela-
lui kerjasamadengan pegawai Ja-
batan Imigresen dan agensi ber-
kepentingan di PMA.

“Maklumat berkaitan cacar mo-
nyet dipaparkan dan dihebahkan
di PMA bagi meningkatkan ke-
sedaran pengembara mengenai
penyakit ini.

“Selain ity, ia juga bagi mengi-
ngatkan mereka memantau sta-
tus kesihatan kendiri selama 21
harisekiranyamempunyairisiko
dijangkiti dan membuat rujukan
kendiri sekiranya mengalami ge-
jala cacar monyet,” katanya.

Setakat ini, lebih 20,000 orang
di 78 negara dijangkiti virus itu,
menurut Pertubuhan Kesihatan
Sedunia (WHO), yang sudah
mengisytiharkan wabak cacar
monyet sebagai kecemasan kesi-
hatan global.

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan

Peru, India catat kematian
pertama. Dunia 28

Penularan COVID-19

3,213 kes positif, lapan korban terbaru

Putrajaya: Lapan lagi kematian
akibat pandemik COVID-19 di-
laporkan kelmarin dengan dua
kes meninggal dunia di luar hos-
pital (BID).

Ia menjadikan jumlah kema-
tian akibat penularan wabak itu
kini mencecah 35,977 kes dengan
7644 adalah kes BID sehingga
kini.

Berdasarkan portal COVID-
NOW Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKM), 3,213 kes positif lagi di-
laporkan kelmarin, menjadikan
jumlah jangkitan keseluruhan
sebanyal 4,645,334 kes termasul
11 kes import.

Sejumlah 3,847 kes sembuh di-
rekodkan dengan jumlah kese-
luruhan kes sudah pulih mem-
babitkan seramai 4,602,625 pe-
sakit.

Kuala Lumpur mencatatkan ju-
milah kes harian tertinggi iaitu
sebanyak 1,006 diikuti Selangor
(865), Sabah (241), Pulau Pinang
(171), Perak (224), Negeri Sem-
hilan (153), Kedah (130), Johor

L 1 -
meninggal dunia di luar hespital.

(114), Melaka (90) dan Putrajaya
(59).

Turut menyumbang kepada ju-
mlah kes harian kelmarin ada-
lah Sarawak (52), Kelantan (42),
Pahang (34), Terengganu (23),

et L

Jumiah kematian akibat penularan pandemik COVID-1g ki

Perlis (6) dan tiga kes di La-
buan.

Ketika ini, sebanyak 44,664 kes
masih aktif membabitkan 43,080
kes dikuarantin di rumah, 20 kes
di Pusat Kuarantin dan Rawatan

4 LA

ni mencecah 35,977 ké‘s dengan 7,644 adalah kes

(Foto hiasan)

COVID-19 (PKRC) serta 1,510 kes
di hospital.

Sebanyak 54 kes dirawat di
Unit Rawatan Rapi (ICU), ter-
masuk 33 kes yang memerlukan
bantuan pernafasan.
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U kawalan produk temba'

K
bawa ﬁsul Rang Undang-Undang (RUU) Kawalan Produk
Tembakau dan Merokok 2022 untuk dirujuk kepada Jawatankuasa
PilihariKhas (JPK) Parlimen bagi penelitian lanjut.

Usul RUU berkenaan yang kini masih berada di peringkat
bacaan kah kedua telah dibahaskan selama dua hari oleh 12 ahli
Parlimen.

Menterl Kesihatan, Khairy Jamaluddin Abu Bakar berkata,
berikutan usul itu akan dibawa ke jawatankuasa khas, maka
tiada pengundian dilakukan pada Selasa.

Khairy dalam ucapan penggulungan sebelum |tu mengakui
terdapat pandangan yang berbeza-beza daiam kalangan ahli
‘ shubung RUU tersebut.

ng tBlah dibentang untisk hacaan kali kedua itu ania-
ra Iamhertu;uan menggubal peruntukmamsl penamat (GEG)
bagh malindungi golongan muda: Ma{aysiﬁ dar:pada terjebak
denganrtabiat merokok.

ke Jawatankuasa Plllha' h’&

LUMPUR - Dewan Rakyat pada Selasa bersetuju mem-
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Smoker digital
tracking system poser

Consortium proposes tobacco track and trace plan

By GANESHWARAN KANA
ganeshwaran@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAVA: Amid claims that the
Health Ministry is bulldozing a new anti-to-
hacca Act, some guarters raised concerns
about the likelihood of a digital tracking sys-
tem that may be introduced as part of the
new law.

Sources told StarBiz that there are efforts
underway by two companies — Green Packet
Bhd and Privasia Technology Bhd - fo get the
Health Ministry's approval for the new sys-
tem.

The system seeks to complement the
aGenerational End Game” plan to ban the use,
possession and sale of cigarettes and vape
products for those born after 2007. Tt also
aims to address the long-standing issue of
rampant illicit cigarettes in Malaysia.

A persan with information on the matter
said the project, if approved, is likely to be
awarded on a direct negotiation basis and not
open tender.

~This tracking system idea will not be effec-
tive in fighting illicit cigarettes and will anly
add on to the cost that will eventually be
passed on to consumers.

=We already have a tax stamp on cigarette
boxes for many years. It is also digitally-ena-
bled, but it never managed to address the
illicit cigarette issue.

“How will this new idea be any different
than the tax stamp?”

Bernamn had reported that the Health
Ministry is considering several mechanisms
for the sale of all types of tobacco products,
including the use of QR code.

Following this, during the Dewan Rakyat
sitting on Monday, Kuching MP Dr Kelvin Yii
Lee Wuen had questioned whether a tracking
system would be introduced and what mech-

3 0GOS 2022

“We already have a tax stamp
on cigarette boxes for many years.
It is also digitally-enabled, but it never

managed to address

A source

anism would be adopted for the system.

Based on the document sighted by StarBiz,
a consortium of Green Packet, Privasia and
France-based IN Groupe has proposed an
end-to-end system called Tobacco Track and
Trace (TTT).

Under the TTT system, a security label will
be introduced for tobacco products, The label
is said to contain “multi-level of security with
ultra-thin definition image enabling three
levels of authentication.”

“There isn't any security label applied on
tobacco products.

“It is critical for the Health Ministry to
introduce the latest and most advanced holo-
graphic technologies from well-established
security printer as security labels on top of
tobaceo products,” according to the document
presented to-the ministry.

Via the TTT system, the consortium noted
that tobacco products can be securely distrib-
uted from the factory to the final consumers.

«Once the end-to-end TTT system ecosys-
tem 1is ready, the migration to digital stamps
can be done easily.

Users will have access to a complete histo-
1y of distribution of the goods.

“The Health Ministry will be able to moni-
tor the complete tobacco products distribu-
tion,” according to the document.

The TTT project is estimated to take 13
maonths for a full rollout.

the illicit cigarette issue.”

A tobacco company n said the
entire industry is against the introduction of
the TTT system.

“Uinder the Tobacco Product and Smoking
Control Bill 2022, section three requires the
registration of tobacco products. This will
:];gly for importers, manufacturers and dis-

utors of tobacco products.

“We suspect the government will use this

ent to introduce the TTT system.

“Under the existing act, a registration is not
required for tobacco products,” he said.

‘Meanwhile, a source said that the existing
tax stamp on cigarettes can also be scanned
electronically to identify whether the tobacco
product is duty-paid.

“But, the tax stamp is not effective in stop-
ping illicit cigarettes. Statistics show that six
out of 10 cigarette sticks out there are illicit,”
he said.

The source pointed out that tobacco compa-
nies were paying seven sen for each tax
stamp used on a box of cigarettes.

“A company called Lembah Sari Sdn Bhd |
manufactures the tax stamps and makes |
seven sen for each stamp. i

“I'm not sure whether the new TIT system
will replace the tax stamp or complement it.
Either way, there are many questions about
how effective the new system will be in fight-
ing illicit cigarettes and preventing those
born after 2007 from smoking,” he said.
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Reports by MARTIN CARVALHO, TARRENCE TAN, RAGANANTHINI VET HASALAM, JOSEPH KAOS Jr, ALIZA SHAH and 1YLIA MARSYA ISKANDAR

Further scrutiny for GEG Bill

Khalry Anti-smoking laws must be brought back in next meeting

KUALA LUMPUR: 'l'he proposed
generational end game (GEG)
anti-smoking laws must be hmught
back ta the Dewan in
October, says Khairy Jamaluddi

The Health Minister said this was -
one of the conditions attached to a
motion tabled in Dewan Rakyat to -
refer the Control of Tobacco Product
and Smoking Bill 2022 to a Parlia-
mentary Special Select Committee
(PSSC) for further scrutiny.

“The PSSC has to prepare its pro-
posal to improve the Bill to regulate
tobacco products, substitutes and
devices within a month.

“The PSSC can extend the dura-
tion if there is a need but it cannot
go beyond the first day of the Third
Meeting of the Fifth Term of the
14th Parliament,” he said.

The next meeting is scheduled to
start on Oct 26,

Khairy, who will chair the
13-member PSSC, said the commit-
tee would he tasked with looking
into the enforcement clause and
proposed penalties under the Bill

“This will include recommenda-
tions by Members of Parliament
during the debate,” he said.

The PSSC is also allowed to invite
legal experts, members of civil soci-
eties, including individuals, to give
their views, he said.

* Khairy asked that the Bill be slot-

ted as the first order of business in
the House once the committee has
completed its work.

“] wouldn't say the Bill is being
delayed but that it is being referred
to the PSSC.

“Thope we will all support the Bill
when it is brought back to the
House,” he said before tabling the
motion which was later passed
unanimously by a voice vote.

He said that while waiting for the .

Bill to be tabled again, existing laws
must be enforced.

“It can be detrimental if we con-
tinue to let people sell without
checking the contents of what is
being sold,” he said, referring to
vape liquid with its contents cur-
rently unregulated.

Besides Khairy, the members of
the PSSC are Datuk Seri Abdul Azeez
Abdul’ Rahim (BN-Baling), Datuk
Mohd Nizar Zakaria (BN-Parit),
Datuk Seri Azalina Othman Said
(BN-Pengerang), Datuk Mas
Ermieyati Samsudin (PN-Masjid
Tanah) and Ahmad Fadhli Shaari

Moving ahead:
The PSSC will
be looking into
the enforcement
clause and
proposed
% penalties under
. the Bill.

(PN-Pasir Mas).

Other members are Lukanisman
Awang Sauni (GPS-Sibuti), Dr Kelvin
Yii (PH-Bandar Kuching), R. Sivardsa
(PH-Sungai Buloh), Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad (PH-Kuala
Selangor), Datuk Seri Madius
Tangau (PH-Tuaran), Datuk Ignatius
Dorell Leiking (Warisan-
Penampang) and Datuk Seri
Mukhriz Mahathir (Pejuang-Jerlun).

Before the motion was tabled,
Khairy acknowledged that there
‘were differing views among MPs on

the proposed law. -

“We have agreed to refer the Bill
to a PSSC. We don't want important
Bills like this to be passed without
thorough fine tuning,

“If we enforce (voting) now, there
may be some who will be forced to
agree or disagree,” he said.

The Bill was tabled for first read-
ing in the Dewan Rakyat last
Wednesday and came up for a sec-
ond reading on Monday with the
goal of passing it yesterday.

However, there was still resist-
ance to the Bill even though several
tweaks were made to it

On Monday, Opposition leader
Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim wrate to
the Prime Minister asking to refer
the Bill to the PSSC.

Several MPs have voiced their
reservations over the enforcement
of the law, -

Under the proposed Bill, children
born from Jan 1, 2007 onwards are
prohibited from smoking, buying or
possessing any type- of smoking
products, including electronic ciga-
rettes or vape products, even after
they reach the age of 18 years old.

The lawis targeted for implemen-
tation by 2025. Those flouting the
law may be punished with a maxi-
mum fine of RM500, a reduction
from the RMS5,000 propnseti initial-
y:
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Parents more ready to send vaccinated kids to school

By M. TRISHA
rishang@thestar.com.my

GEORGE TOWN: Despite rising
Covid-19 cases of late, Malaysian
parents are now much more ready
to send their children to school.
Insurance executive Farah
- Hazwani Othman, who has three
children aged seven, eight and 10,
said the increase in Covid-19 infec-
tions had not fazed her. i
“Since they have all been fully
vaccinated, I do not stop them from
going to schiool, unless they them-

selves are unwell.

“I would prefer they go to school
and have face-to-face lessons,” said
Farah, 37,

“As long as they. know how to be
careful and (their hands or
keep their masks on, I am not too'
worried,” she added. 3

Since online lessons are no longer
being offered, she said her children
‘would be behind in their lessons if
they skip school. !

Jery Yeoh, who is the founder and
executive director of WhyteHouse
Education Group, said the situation

~was different now that most people
are vaccinated. :

He said the attendance at his
three kindergartens and daycare
centres had been affected lately but
this was due to the absentees hav-
ing to be quarantined and not
because the parents were reluctant
to send their children for classes
amid the rising cases.

“Children who have taken ill or
have heen exposed to someone
with Covid-19 usually are the ones
who don’t turn up.

“Their parents would inform us

that their children are being quar-
antined at home,” he said, citing the
latest case in which one child was
absent yesterday because his sister
had Covid-19.

Yeoh acknowledged that “one or
two parents” were still afraid and

would take exira precautionary

measures, but they were no longer
panicky like before.

He also voiced his appreciation to
parents who are honest about their
children being exposed to those
with Covid-19. .

“They take the initiative to quar-

antine their children and only send
them to classes when- they are
cleared of the infection.”

He said the children’s tempera-
ture would be checked every day
when they come for class.

Consultant paediatrician Dr Tan
Eng Guan said vaccinated children
recovered better and could get back
to their routine without complica-
tions. ;

“A lot of children have gone back
to school and had Covid-19. They
then quarantine, recover and go
back to school again,” he said.
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‘Needor proper
healthremergency
Info management.

B ST e e

impact on public behaviour during health
emergencies, said Health Deputy Director-

- General (Public Health) Datuk Dr Norhayati

Rusli. :

She said an infodemic is a situation where
there is too much information, including false
or misleading information, in digital and
physical environments during an outbreak.

“An infodemic causes confusion and
risk-taking behaviour that can harm health, Tt
alsoleads to mistrustin health authorities and
undermines public health response,” she said
in a video that was broadcast at the 7th
Asia-Pacific Conference on Public Health
2022 yesterday. - : :

Norhayati said an infodemic could
intensify or lengthen outbreaks when people
were unsure about what they needed to do to
protect their health and the people around
them. pEEE e e :

“With growing digitisation, the expansion
of social media and internet information can

spread rapidly. This becomes a double-edged

sword, where information voids can be filled
quickly and harmful messages can be
amplified at speed,” she added. The case of
Covid-19 shows the critical impact of this new
information environment. .

“It is the first true social media infodemic
since social media became the.m%n source of
information and ultimate channel - for
communication and interaction. :

“It may be useful to think of

misinformation  and  disinformation.

spreading through social media in the same

way as viruses,’ shesaid. i
- Infodemic m'?ﬁhgemeﬁt aims to enable
good health practices through activities,
including listening to community concerns
and questions, promoting understanding of
risks and health expert advice, building
resilience to misinformation and engaging as

well as empowering communities to take

positive action. - Bernama
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Tobacco Control

B1D0IF :
KUALA LUMPUR: The Dewan Rakyat
yesterday passed a motion to refer the
Control of Tobacco Product and
Smoking Bill, which targets. the
Generation End Game for smoking by

2040 to a parliamentary select .

committee. . a,

The committee, comprising 13
government and opposition members
of Parliament (MP), will be chaired by
Health Minister Khairy Jamaluddin.

The government MP in the
committee are Datuk Seri Abdul Azeez
Abdul Rahim (BN-Baling), Datuk
Mohd Nizar Zakaria (BN-Parit), Datuk
Seri Azalina Othman Said (BN-
Pengerang), Datuk Mas Ermieyati
Samsudin (Bersatu-Masjid Tanah),
Ahmad Fadhli Shaari (PAS-Pasir Mas)
and Lukanisman Awang Sauni (GPS-
Sibuti). ; =

Opposition representatives are Dr
Kelvin  Yii Lee Wuen (PH-Bandar

Kuching), R. Sivarasa (PH-Sungai

Buloh), Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad
(PH-Kuala Selangor), Datuk = Seri
Madius Tangau (Upko-Tuaran), Datuk
Ignatius Dorell Leiking (Warisan-
‘Penampang) and Datuk Seri Mukhriz
Mahathir (PejuangJerlun).
Khairy said the proposal was made

‘based on Standing Order 54(2) to hand
over the Bill to the committee

concerned. S R

~He said it is to enable the committee
to make recommendations to study the
enforcement part of the Lill, and to
DPropose any  improvements if
necessary. = ; Sty
- He added that at the same time, it is

to study the clauses on penalty for

offences as well as improvement
proposals to regulate tobacco products,

smoking  substances,  tobacco

replacement products or smoking

devices. . -
_‘The special select committee can
,.- period, if necessary, but it

eed the first.day of the
ag, fifth term of the 14th
tliament," he said when tabling the
motion. - Bernama



